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fam Aaron Porter and 1am the vajedicoorian o7 Belziss oo 3opcnl Torotghous my
vears in school, Fhey e cxeelled Inoacadermios ard sporls wris 2eving an amazing four vears.

My acadermic success is due 1o e miluence of my minther. She Is probably the strongest person
one conbd meet because she has raised four children by herself. In my family, T am the second
rldest: cluld bur the oldesd bory, and we are all within four years of age. We, as a tamily, have
developed close bonds which helped cach one of us 1o malure in our ovwn way, Haowever, mv
mother is to thank for our good qualities. She has persevercd through the dilRculties that arise
from a single parent hone while raising us with preal merals. She taught us to be hard workers
and 1o pusl eorselves w succeed in everylhimg we do. Therefore, we took her advice hecause
she proved by being suecessful in raising ws, that one can do anything he or she puts his or her
mind ro. My mother, Suweanne Pories, always pushed us to get good grades. For cxample, when
wie were yonng she made us complete our homework when we gat home from school snd made
us go to bed at 8:30. Jlowever, these striet rules have paad off as T have used the ritual she tanghr
me o eamn great grades.

Although I have been a great student, ! have also succeeded in many sports, In high
school, Thave participated in fovt sports which have kepl me busy most of the time. My fivst rwn
years in high school T participated in cross country. | was one of the top three runnzrs both years
and was very pood, but T was foroed fo quit becanse of problems with the coaches. Therciore, 1
picked up the fall sporl of football and it was a good chofee. My junior year T played a ot of
special teams, but [ never started until my senior year. When my senior year began the coaches
thought [ was loo small 1o be a linebacker. However, my intelligence during the game paid off
as | led the defense o tackles for the year with 128 and (he next closes! reammats had 72 tacklon.

Tloved that T proved to some people Lhat I was not too small; however, T fisel like my sive kept
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me out of the OVAC ATl Star game since T was not selected. Another sport is track, and T did it 2
did diring the spring lime. | participated every year but my senior year because I opted to get a
job working at Borger King. During track, 1 competed in the pole vaulting eveni. I was average
and earmed many medals, bat 1 was never great st if.

At last, myy favorile sport is wrestling. T returned to the sport of wrestling as a freshman,
and [ was only average. In tuen, T worked hard te unprove and proved that | got better as T was
se.coted as the most improved wrestler oy sophomore vear. Then my junior year came, and it
wag my breakout scason. I made it w the OVAC Championshap finals but I {el) short of a itle as
1 got 2™ place at 140 pounds. I didn't stop heee theugh as T continued my success and qualified
for the state touurnament. These were two great accomplishments in this epote, and [ am very
proud of both of them. Finally, [ camie to my senior year, but my placing wasnt as high as the
vear befure. I carped a 5™ place finish at the OVAC Toumament and [ was only a state altemate.
Although [ did not do as good as my junior year, | did manage to break many wrestling records.
[ believe that T currently hold ten school records including being tisd for the most career wins
{128} which is truly an honor,

Many people world imagine me as a great studeni, bul I am not lhe traditional
valedictonian. T get good grades, but | act crazy at times. I love to have my fun and act like an
1dint, even al school, T eould not say how many times 1 have heard, *“That is our class
valedictorian. Can you believe that?™'. These fun times involved me to make decisions, and
usually made the choice to be a goof and take a sk, I will give a few examples. My sophomore
vear | was trying to knock a can of starter fluid oul of a fire, but it exploded when I got cloze to
the fire, Therefore, it burnt me preity bad, and | had to treat bums for a few weeks while dealing

with the constank stmell ol my bumt hair. Another instance just happened recently when we were



Aaren Porter, Bellaire High Schoo) 3

cating vur meal after prom. 1 got tbis crazy idea to strip down to iy underwear and run scross
River City 1o a table where mote of my friends were sitting. T made the choioe ta just do it, 50 1
can honestly say \bat Ehave run around a public restavrant it my vnderwear. These are just two
examples of the type of person 1 am, Iike to do things on the spur of the moment and be crazy.
However, these are some ol my lasting memones from high school, Talways stoived 10 be
different. 1 didn’t want Lo be known as a nerd, so [ was the complete opposite. At last, T would
sy that ! have no regrets but only great [DCTNONLES.

Al in all. | would say that [ am a well ronnded person. Thave built a garage with only
the help of my brothers and 1 cun do any type of meehanic wark that nceds done. Although, oy
major {law is that T like to question adufts when their reasoning is wrong; in turn, 1 speak my
mind. This has gotien me into my share of mouble, but } do not regret it becanse I feel kike 1 have
sinad ap for what I believe. In comclusion, Tknow how Lo have a preat ime, but | atso know
when it is time to get serious and complete the tasks that are needed as shown by my success in
schaol. | have enjoyed many successes in high school, but T thank my family for their intluence
vnmy lile especially my mother, Twounld also like to thank all of my fiends for the many great
memories.

My futre plans are to pursue mechanical engiticering at The Ohio State University
where | will work threugh (he Honors program. 1 would like 1o graduste with a Master's degree

in a little more than four years and pursue a job working with an autometive conpany.




